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- airTEXT

« Cambridge Environmental Research
Consultants have produced daily
forecasts for councils for 10 years

 The ADMS-Urban dispersion model is
at the heart of CERC'’s forecasting
system

« Acknowledgement: Stephen Potter of
London Borough of Croydon, Chair of
the airTEXT Consortium



-;-__-airTEXT : the service

Free air pollution alert and health advice
service for people vulnerable to pollution

- Asthma
- Emphysema, bronchitis (COPD)
- Heart disease and angina

Forecasts as maps on Internet
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- SMS (text message); Voice message to
home landlines; emalil

Started with London Borough of Croydon

pilot



~alrTEXT pilot : Croydon
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| airTEXT : the service

 Launched London-wide
(+ Slough) in March
2007 at City Hall

e Supported by GLA,
DEFRA, EA, HPA, 26
London Boroughs

e Currently 3000
subscribers

* Web site uses
GoogleMaps




-airTEXT : the service

Text only | Contact us | Fartners | Fress | Terms & Conditions

( youra i1 air pollution forecasts and alerts for a “r TE (T

forecasts | log in | how it works | health advice | news & views "|
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The air pollution level is shown by
the colour of the map underneath
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This project is an ESA PROMOTE =service in co-operation with 25 London agencies and authorities.




~airTEXT : motivation

3
4

 Air pollution information and health advice widely available,
but passively, not actively, disseminated and take-up rates
were low.

* Need to improve access to air quality information by
vulnerable groups.

« Target information in a timely way directly to those most at
risk.

enable patients to self-manage their symptoms & reduce exposure

reduce acute impacts of air pollution (accident and emergency
treatment — visit to doctor)

improve patient quality of life and address health inequalities
reduce resource implications on National Health Service
evaluate health intervention
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| -,.--vairTEXT  dissemination
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e Currently free
subscription for any
member of the public

e Select to receive
messages the evening
before or the morning of
an alert

o Alert sent if
MODERATE, HIGH or
VERY HIGH pollution
predicted (COMEAP
bands)

e Uses can login and
change their details




Fraud monitoringis on =
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Eesa

This project is an ESA PROMOTE service in co-operation with 25 London agencies and authorities.
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L airTEXT

\,
-~

f

e Current advertising

campaign: newspaper,
tube and bus

A study started In
June, being
undertaken by the
University of Brighton,
to assess the
epidemiological effects
of receiving air quality
forecasts and to
assess the service
provision

BE IN THE KNOW BEFORE YOU GO...

Do you have asthma, breathing or heart problems?
Air pollution can affect your health.

Get FREE air pollution alerts for London straight to your
home phone, mobile or by email.

Text AIRTEXT to 84142 r register online at:

WWW.AIRTEXT.INFO

* You will be charged at your standard text rate.

LowW MODERATE HIGH
- . . N .
ATy (Tt
-]

ugh
N
CERC JERCE =G



Forecasting for other cities : Beljing CERC

11July 2008 - high pollution
1 month to the Olympics




CERC

~Poor air quality - a cause of concern

MN2Documents and infolSmog may stop Beijing Olympics marathon - Telegraph.htm
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marathon

Mews Sport Business T

Smog may sto

By David Bond, Chief Spor
Last Updated: 10:3%pm GMT 17/

= Have your say El Fead cu:unr

e at risk from the combined
~ Beijing, according to an

Clympic athletes whose eve
effects of pollution, heat an
International Olympic Commi

'|- :
« BOA change tack again‘,

nendent scientists last
| be unaffected by the

Following a study of the Chi
august, the I0C have concl
conditions,

But endurance athletes, suc,
world-record holding marath® 4
Radcliffe, could be hit by th
with competitars in road oy
biking, triathlan and race w2

EPRA

In a further blow, Professor
head of the I0C's medical ci
revealed yesterday that ast
Radcliffe were likely to suffe

The I0C are now preparing to monitar the

pollution in Beijing on a daily basis during the
Games and are drawing up plans to postpone
rurnts if anllutinn and homidity nnse A threat to comnetitnes.

Pollution threat: the National Stadium in El]lng, also
known as the Birds Nest, is shown engulfed by smog




~ Poor air quality - a cause of concern CERC

 Beljing forecasts
under the
DRAGON co-
operation project
between ESA
(European
Space Agency)
and China’s
MOST (Ministry
of Science and
Technology)

Air quality for

ecast maps for Beijing
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" Forecasting — ViennAir, Austria

« Working with Robert Holler of UBA (Austrian
Environment Agency) and City of Vienna
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